“Alton Christmas Parade”
Saturday - December 14,2019

PLEASE MAIL/DROP OFF APPLICATION AT OUR OFFICE
H**DEADLINE: DECEMBER 6, 2(019*****

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU IN OUR PARADE!

Entry Passes
MUST BE PICKED UP by December 9% - December 10t, 2019
between the hours of 10:00 am - 4:00 pm. Entries without a pass
will not be allowed into the parade line-up area.

Please turn in the completed application with fee to our office:

Greater Alton Chamber of Commerce
509 S Alton Blvd Alton, TX 78573
Phone: (956) 432-0760
NO Faxes or E-mails will be accepted.
Payment of fee must be included with the application.

STRICTLY PROHIBITED:
Political or Religious Campaigning!




The driver of the Vehicle is responsible for all actions and conduct of
the participants on the entry.

Alton Christmas Parade

THEME: "CHRISTMAS"

Decorate your float in a Christmas celebration theme. If you are competing
you must adhere to the rules for that category to qualify for judging.

DATE: Saturday — December 14, 2019

TIME: 11:00 A.M.

The parade will start promptly at 11:00 a.m. All entries must be in place by
10:30 a.m. Competitive float entries must have their people in
position at time of judging at 10:30 am or risk not being judged and your
money will not be refunded. We must have enough time to judge all
competitive entries. In the event of a weather situation that results in
cancellation of the parade, please note the parade will not be re-scheduled.

LOCATION: The parade will travel EAST on MAIN AVE starting at Cantu
Elementary. Maps available when passes are picked up.

DEADLINE: December 6, 2019 at 4:30 pm.

FEES: A $50.00 fee will be charged to all entries: Exceptions: School bands,
accompanying marching units and those waived through $500.00 (and up)
sponsorships. If a vehicle accompanies one of the above, a fee will be charged.
The entry fee must be turned in with the application. The application must be
filled out completely and signed by the participant or sponsor. The signed
waiver and release form must be turned in with the application or risk
disqualification.

LATE ENTRY FEE: If approved, a late entry fee of $70.00 will be charged.

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS FEE:

The fee is $25.00. (Late fee for non-profits: $50.00) They may
acknowledge their sponsor, however the business name must be limited to
the wording: “SPONSORED BY...”

DURATION: Remember that this event involves standing and being outside for 2-
3 hours, many children and adults may find this to be extremely tiring. Please

have food, drinking water, umbrellas and sunscreen available for your group.
2



Please note all participants must adhere to the rules and regulations
or risk disqualification! (READ ALL RULES AND REGULATIONS)
NO MONEY WILL BE REFUNDED FOR ANY REASON! NO EXCEPTIONS!

RULES AND REGULATIONS
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY!

LINE-UP: Units must take and keep the place assigned to them by the GACC staff
in the assembly area and throughout the parade route. Clowns should
entertain the crowd and not interfere with the parade participants during the
parade. Vehicles and persons not registered to be in parade line-up will be
restricted from entering the forming area. You must check-in at corner of Los
Ebanos Blvd & Main Ave (in front of Ashley Plaza).

2 PASSES will be issued and required to enter the forming area.

PERFORMANCE LIMITATIONS: No one under the age of twelve will be
allowed to walk, march, perform or ride a bike, children must be riding
on a float or vehicle (this is for their own safety). Stopping to perform on
the route is strictly prohibited. The routine must be in a progressive motion.
There will be no stopping or pausing along the route, including in front of
the judges, such as marching groups, dancing teams, marching bands,
military marching or cheering units. Break our rules and you will be
escorted out and banned from our future parades.

SPACING OF ENTRIES: All parade entries will be properly spaced by the parade
officials at the starting point on Los Ebanos Blvd and Main Ave. Please stay close
to the entry in front of you until you have been spaced by a Parade Official. While
on the parade route, A DISTANCE OF 30 FEET MUST BE MAINTAINED between
each entry throughout the parade. This space will be strictly monitored by the
parade officials to eliminate gaps. Official spotters along the parade route have
the authority to order participants to speed up, slow down or leave the parade
route. Please help us avoid “GAPS AND BUNCHING UP . At the direction of the
GACC, entries unable to start or maintain their assigned position in the parade
will be removed or re-assigned to a position in the rear of the parade.

BREAKDOWN: All floats and entries must be capable of being towed in case of
a breakdown.



SAFETY REQUIREMENTS: Self-propelled floats must have an escape hatch so
the driver may exit quickly. NO HYDRAULIC STEERED FLOATS WILL BE
ALLOWED!!! Hot-rods, car/truck clubs and race cars will not be allowed to REV
their engines during parade.

SIGNS: The name of the community organization, company or
individual responsible for the float or vehicle must be on the side aprons where
the crowd can see it. If you desire, you may also put this information on the front
and rear aprons.

THIS RULE IS STRICTLY ENFORCED. NO EXCEPTIONS!!!

CHILDREN: Children under the age of 12 will not be allowed to walk or
march. They must be in a vehicle or on a float or trailer. Do Not Perform on the
unit as the child is in danger of falling off, especially since the vehicle is moving.
Do not stop to perform it will cause a gap.

POLITICAL FORUM: THERE WILL BE NO POLITICAL ADVERTISING!! You must
hold an office or represent a commercial business to be in the parade. There
shall be no religious campaigning or distribution of leaflets, etc. from any type of
entry. Participants wearing campaign T-shirts will be asked to turn them inside
out or leave the entry.

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES: Consumption of alcoholic beverages or illegal drugs
by the participants is prohibited. Police will be monitoring the entries.
ABSOLUTELY NO EXCEPTIONS!!! You will be arrested.

JUDGING CRITERIA: All competitive float entries will be judged on
workmanship and originality to the theme. At the time of judging, floats must
be in full working order and all participants in place.

SCHOOL BANDS & MARCHING UNITS. Only one gator, four wheeler or golf cart
is allowed per entry. A licensed driver is required. The vehicle must remain
with its entry at all times. Violators will be escorted off the parade route by the
Alton Police Department. You must pick up a Parade Pass for this vehicle and
the vehicle must have your school name displayed along with the pass. NO
EXCEPTIONS. ONE VECHICLE PER UNIT MUST REMAIN WITH ENTRY AT
ALL TIMES. MUST BE PROPERLY MARKED.

JUDGING AND SCORES: All judges’ decisions are final. Questions concerning

the judging must be submitted in writing to the GREATER ALTON CHAMBER OF
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COMMERCE.

THROWING AND DISTRIBUTION OF ARTICLES: Absolutely NO throwing or

distribution of anything will be allowed. This includes candies, fruits, flowers,
leaflets, and brochures of any kind. Failure to follow this rule will disqualify
your entry and you will be asked to leave the parade line. FOR CROWD
SAFETY, THESE TYPES OF ACTIVITIES ARE STRICTLY
PROHIBITED BY THE GACC AND OUR INSURANCE CARRIER. If you are
asked to leave, your ENTRY FEE WILL NOT BE REFUNDED & WILL NOT BE
ALLOWED INTO OUR FUTURE EVENTS!!!

RELIGI R POLITICAL
Religious and Political rallying will not be allowed on your entry, please
remove political or controversial bumper stickers or signs from your entries. You
must follow the theme.

VIOLATION OF RULES: VIOLATION OF ANY RULE IS SUBJECT TO A DECISION MADE
BY THE GACC AND MAY LEAD TO THE EXCLUSION OF YOUR ENTRY, DISQUALIFICATION

FROM A COMPETITIVE CATEGORY OR WITHDRAWAL FROM THE PARADE. PARADE ENTRY
FEES WILL NOT BE REFUNDED; AND UNLESS THE GACC RULES OTHERWISE, YOUR GROUP

WILL NOT BE ALLOWED BACK IN THE FUTURE.

PLEASE BE SURE TO READ ALL THE RULES CAREFULLY!!



[The remainder of this page intentionally left blank]



Parade Unit #

PARADE REGISTRATION FORM

ALTON CHRISTMAS PARADE
Saturday 1 Decemberl4, 2019
C Regular $50.00
C Non-Profit $25.00 (non-profit late fee $50.00)
C Late fee $70.00

Organization:

Contact Person: Street Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone #: 2nd Phone #

Email address:

Length of Unit: (Include tow vehicle length)

Music: Yes No: If Yes: Live or Recorded

Brief Description:

Special Guest & Title:
(Dignitaries, Duchess)

Please mark (x) in ONE (1) Category only:

C Float (competition prizes) C Police Dept. C Golf Cart Entry
(1*-$250,2"-$150,3-$75) C Fire Dept. C Animals:

G Float C Public Works (horses, dogs, cats, other)

C AULOS (car clubs & antiques) C Truck C Agricultural Equipment

C Dlgnltary C Bicycle C Recreational Vehicle

C Military C Other:

C Marching Band

MARCHING UNIT/BANDS: Gator, Golf Cart or Four Wheder (Only 1 Unit per entry)

For information, contact Samm Mercado, Recreation Director at (956) 432-0790

or email at samm.mercado@alton-tx.gov

*rr OFFICE USE ONLY**%x*

Amount of entry fee: $ Paid Cash Check #

Date Received: , 2019 Received by:

(Office staff)

PARADE ENTRY DEADL INE - December6, 2019



mailto:samm.mercado@alton-tx.gov

WAIVER AND RELEASE
This form must be turnedin with the application

PARTICIPANT releasing the Greater Alton Chamber of Commerce and all others from any claims of
participantarisingf r om partici pation in the event known

In exchange for the right to participate in our parade the Participant hereby waives, releases and
discharges any and all claims for injuries to person, including death, or damages to property by
participants participation in our event. This release discharges the Greater Alton Chamber of Commerce
and any other promoters, sponsors, promoting club, officials, other municipalities or other public entities
and their respective agents and employees (others) associated with the event from and against any and
all liability arising out of negligence or carelessness on the part of the Greater Alton Chamber of
Commerce and/or others.

Participant understands and acknowledges that a serious accident can occur during activities such as our
event; knowing such risks Participant hereby assumes all those risks of injury to person(s), including
death or to the property(ies) related to the event and release and hold harmless from liability the Greater
Alton Chamber of Commerce and others negligence or carelessness.

Further, Participant hereby grants full permission to any or all foregoing to use any photographs,
videotapes, motion pictures, recordings or any other record of this event.

Participant further agrees to abide by the instructions and rules given by the Greater Alton Chamber of
Commerce and event personnel and all written rules given in the application.

WAIVER AND RELEASE EXECUTED ON: (date)

BY: (person responsible for entry)

Participant:

(parent or sponsor) Must be 18 yrs. or older)

This person isresponsible for actions of all thossinvolved inthisentry.

INO FEESWILL BE REFUNDED|

et OFFICE USE ONLY*+xex

Received by (office employee)

a



